
WELCOME TO  
CALGARY, AB, CANADA 

and the 
 

In this issue: 
- Remember to…
- Meet the Festival Posse & Gang Members
- Registration Information (Early Bird Deadline is Sept 30/23)
- Hotel Information
- The Calgary Stampede - Part 1

REMEMBER TO… 

The most important thing to remember to do now is, if you are travelling from outside of Canada, to ensure 
your passport is up-to-date.  That being it does not expire within six months of your travel date. 

You could also do some pre-checking for flights to Calgary.   Never too early to get your “horses” in a row! 

23rd CANADIAN NATIONAL FESTIVAL 

YAHOO!! 



FESTIVAL POSSE 
 

 
 

Lorne & Barb Smith 
Chair-couple 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Gary & Eileen Smith 
Vice Chair-couple 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Charlie & Beverley Moore 
2nd Vice Chair-couple 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Dawn Gilchrist 
Secretary & Promo Chair 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Lorne has danced for 56 years & Barb for 46 years.  They were Program 
Chair-couple for the 2004 National Convention in Calgary.  Lorne has 
conducted eight caller schools for the AB Callers Association and calls 
from basic to C1 as well as cues rounds to level II.  Lorne was the 
Mystery Caller for the Pacific Northwest Teen Competition.  As well as 
being busy with the 2024 Festival, they are the ASRDF rep. to CSRDS 
and the Convention Coordinator for the Canadian Society and they 
both work full time!  In their spare time Lorne & Barb enjoy cruising to 
see other parts of the world. 
 
 
 
Gary & Eileen have been square dancing for about 20 years. Gary has 
been calling for 16 years. They host a beginners/mainstream club called 
Square Up and a plus/advanced club called Crossfire, both on the west 
side of Edmonton, AB. We thank you for planning to participate in the 
2024 Canadian National Festival in Calgary and we hope you have a 
superb time! The Festival Committee has some great folks, and it is a 
pleasure working together. We look forward to seeing you across the 
square.  Yahoo!! 
 
 
 
Beverley & Charlie started square dancing in Indonesia in 1987. Upon 
returning to Calgary in mid 1988 they joined the Banff Trailers Square 
Dance Club.  From 1995 to 2020 they operated Starlite Fashions in 
Calgary and took the shop on the road to many provincial and national 
festivals. They handled registrations at the Alberta Convention in 1999 
and the National Convention in 2004.   They look forward to meeting 
friends, old and new at Festival 2024.  Charlie & Beverley are also avid 
cruisers. 
 
 
 
 
Dawn started square dancing as a teen in the ‘70’s with the Twirling 
Teens in Calgary.  After a long hiatus she finally convinced her husband 
Murray to try square dancing in Airdrie, AB with the Rockyview 
Ramblers.  17 years later they’re still loving it.  Dawn dances up to C1 
and thanks to Covid, loves Zoom dancing A2/C1 with callers and 
friends from around the world.   Dawn was the secretary for the 48th AB 
Convention in 2016.  Dawn keeps busy working full time and dancing 
three to four nights a week.  She loves cats, is an avid backyard bird 
feeder/watcher and red is best!  Hope to see you across the square. 
 
 
 



 
Kelsey O’Brien 

Treasurer 

 
 
 

Nancy & Brent Daignault 
Registrars 

 
 
 
 

Joe Ubelacker 
Program Chairperson 

 
 
 
 

Mary & Bruce Nelson 
Round Dance Program 

 
 
 
 

Wayne Stretch 
Facilities Chairperson 

 
 
 

 
At the urging of friends, Kelsey and her late husband Larry started 
square dancing in 1998 with the Banff Trailers in Calgary. Their first 
convention was in 2004 and they found it amazing.  They started to 
explore Plus and eventually A1/A2.  They were the treasurer couple for 
the provincial convention in 2013.  When asked by Lorne & Barb 
Smith, Kelsey agreed to be the treasurer for this Festival as a way to get 
back into square dancing after a bit of an absence.  Kelsey is very busy 
with five grandchildren and believes cruising is back in the forecast.     
 
 
Brent & Nancy started square dancing in 2010 – When Nancy suggested 
they try either Regency dancing or square dancing, Brent chose square 
dancing and they have loved it since their first night out.  They have 
enjoyed meeting such nice people!  They have been to several 
conventions before & were Registrars for the 2022 AB Provincial 
Convention.  They are looking forward to dancing, meeting new people, 
and learning new things.  At one convention we tried Hexagonal Squares 
which was pretty interesting. 
 

Joe has been calling for 59 years, having called throughout the U.S., 
Canada, Europe and Asia.  Calling and teaching beginner level through 
C3B, recording for Grenn records and publishing callers notes Joe has 
also conducted caller schools, led caller clinics, and mentored many 
callers around the world for the past 50 years.  Joe enjoys composing 
music, anything aviation and motorcycles and woodworking.  Married 
to Gail, they reside in Cochrane, AB. 
 
 
 
Mary started square dancing with her parents when she was 9 years old..  
Bruce started while working in Saudi in the 80’s.  They started round 
dancing in 1992 in Calgary and started cueing & teaching in 2009 in 
Edmonton when their instructors retired.  Their youngest great-
granddaughter was born in 2022. 

 
 
 
 
Wayne is a born Alberta Farm Boy.  Wayne started square dancing 
1979 was and still is a country dancer.  Wayne has been on numerous 
executive communities and still is.  He and his wife Doreen love to 
travel to square dances & wherever they go he leaves an AB impression 
as the “Man with the Cowboy Stetson & the Alberta Cowboy 
YAHOO!”.  (Wayne presents a dangle to those who have graduated in 
the “YAHOO” yell to spread it around in the square dance world.)  
Wayne loves dancing with new & experienced dancers, the callers, 
cuers, instructors, the variety of music, the health aspect & lastly the 
travel.  See you ALL ACROSS THE SQUARE in 2024. 



OTHER GANG MEMBERS 

Allan Serra 
Facilities Assistant 

David Allen 
Facilities Assistant 

Marlene Symington 
Promo & Decorating 

Bonnie McCauley 
Special Activities 

Allan & his wife Norma live in Edmonton where Allan was a CBSA 
(Customs) officer from November 1981 for 35 + years. In June 1983 he 
began dating co-worker Norma Block.  They married December 8, 1984 
then started square dance lessons in January 1985 when Cloverdale back 
lane neighbours Ross and Margaret Nicoll drove them to 7pm Friday night 
lessons sponsored by the Lukes and Lucys Club. In 2015 they received the 
Alberta Rose Award for their many years involved with Square Dancing.   

David started dancing in Spruce View, AB with the Swinging 8’s in 1963. 
The one thing about growing up with parents that square danced was we 
never missed the Penticton Festival every summer or a Wandering Squares 
weekend.  He danced in & around Central AB until 1974 when he moved 
to Calgary. In 1977 David joined the Swinging Singles square dance club.  
David has been to many AB Provincial and National conventions and 
travelled Australia, where he looked up local clubs.  At the 1980 AB 
Convention he met his future wife Joyce.  They have  been very involved 
with the Rockyview Ramblers in Airdrie since joining the club in 2004. 

Marlene started Square Dancing when she was a teen and joined a singles 
club in 1998. She has served on many AB conventions committees as, 
Treasurer, Facilities and Decorating.  Marlene has been in the Calgary 
Stampede Parade four times in my teen years; two times on Horseback and 
two times with the high school band.  Baking is her favourite past time and 
stress release. 

Dan Lemoine 
Sound Technician 



 
REGISTRATION INFORMATION 

 
If you are receiving this newsletter via e-mail, you have already registered, Yahoo!!   
 
If you are reading this from a friend, on the WWW or on a Facebook page, WHY haven’t you registered 
yet??  We have a limit of 750 participants so get your registration in today!  
 
To register for this grand event, go to:  www.squaredance.ab.ca and click on the “Festival 2024” link.  Here 
you will find the on-line registration link and a printable .PDF to print, fill in and mail with your registration 
fee or e-mail to csrds2024festival@gmail.com.   OR use your cell phone to scan this handy QR code which 
will take you directly to the ASRDF website. 
 
Early Bird registration discount ends September 30, 2023 so mosey yourself to your 
computer and register now! 
 

 
 
 

 
HOTEL INFORMATION 

FESTIVAL HEADQUATERS – THE GLENMORE INN 
 
Also, on the ASRDF website’s main Festival page is a link to the Festival Headquarters hotel, the Glenmore 
Inn.  Click on the “on-line registration – click here” link to take you directly to the official Festival reservation 
site.  Be sure to use this link to be able to get the Festival rates for your stay.  OR use your cell phone to scan 
this handy QR code which will take you directly to the Glenmore Inn Festival registration link.  (NSRDC is 
us!)  Once you indicate how many adults, click “update guests & rooms” and it will take you to a calendar to 
select your stay dates, then just follow the prompts. 
 
The Glenmore Inn has also made available early check-in dates which include the last few days of the 
Greatest Outdoor Show on Earth, the Calgary Stampede, July 12 - 14!  This will also give you a few days 
before the Festival or extend you stay after, to take in some of the beautiful sites and attractions in and 
around Calgary.   
 
Book your stay ASAP as with the Stampede being in town, hotels and area campgrounds fill up fast and 
furious!  Campgrounds might already be being booked for July 2024.  Check the ASRDF Festival dropdown 
“camping” link for campgrounds in the area. 
 

 

http://www.squaredance.ab.ca/
mailto:csrds2024festival@gmail.com


 
 

THE CALGARY STAMPEDE 
The Parade… 

 
Calgary is home to the “Greatest Outdoor Show on Earth”, the Calgary Stampede.  Unofficially starting the 
evening of Thursday July 6th with “Sneak-A-Peek”, where you can get onto the Stampede grounds the night 
before the official start of the Stampede.   
 
The official kickoff of the Stampede is Friday July 7 with a HUGE parade through downtown Calgary.  The 
parade starts at 9:00 am with people starting to line the parade route as early as 7:30 am to get a prime 
location and watch the Parade Prelude entertainment with over 1,500 performers to warm up the crowd.   
The parade lasts about two hours and after the last horse has passed, head to the grounds for free admission 
from 11:00 am – 1:30 pm. 
 

- 2022 saw over 305,000 people line the parade route to watch and over 1.109 million people moseyed 
thru the Stampede grounds during the 10 day show. 

 
- Over 150 western-themed entries including 30 marching bands, 40 floats, 750 horses and 4,000 

people marched the parade route. 
 

- Parade Marshalls thru the years have included:  last year was Kevin Costner.  Actors: William 
Shatner, Bing Crosby, Bob Hope & Walt Disney.  Sports heroes: Nancy Green, Lanny McDonald 
& Catriona Le May Doan.  Singers: Jann Arden, Paul Brandt.  Even non-humans: Spuds MacKenzie, 
the Bud Light beer mascot and Mickey & Minnie Mouse, plus many Indigenous leaders, dancers, 
chiefs & Canadian Prime Ministers.  Even King Charles! 

 
Down on the grounds are many rides for the adrenaline junkies, weird food for the culinary thrill seekers, 
think ketchup & mustard ice-cream, poutine onion, peanut butter pickle dogs & spicy pickle lemonade.  
And for those of you who like to press your luck, many games to play and stuffed toys to win. 
 
But Wait There’s More! - The art displays, barn yards, world famous chuckwagon races and rodeo plus all 
of the entertainment like the Coca-Cola Stage, Nashville North, shows, music, attractions - the list goes on… 
and are a whole ‘nother newsletter article so stay tuned!! 
 

Visit www.calgarystampede.com for more information. 
 
 
 
 

        
 
 
 

 

http://www.calgarystampede.com/



